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MALPRACTICE AVOIDANCE NEWSLETTER FOR OREGON LAWYERS

DISCLAIMER
THIS NEWSLETTER INCLUDES CLAIM PREVENTION TECHNIQUES THAT ARE DESIGNED TO MINIMIZE THE LIKELIHOOD OF BEING SUED FOR
LEGAL MALPRACTICE. THE MATERIAL PRESENTED DOES NOT ESTABLISH, REPORT, OR CREATE THE STANDARD OF CARE FOR ATTORNEYS.
THE ARTICLES DO NOT REPRESENT A COMPLETE ANALYSIS OF THE TOPICS PRESENTED, AND READERS SHOULD CONDUCT THEIR OWN AP-
PROPRIATE LEGAL RESEARCH.
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CHILD SUPPORT JUDGMENTS
The Department of Justice, Division of Child Support (DCS) is required by fed-

eral law to maintain a case registry of all child support judgments in Oregon (regard-
less of whether services are being provided). Additionally, DCS provides enforce-
ment services whenever requested by a party. Often this request for services occurs
automatically when enforcement language is included in the judgment. The court ad-
ministrator forwards a copy of any child support judgment to DCS. Using information
from the judgment, DCS enters the case information into the system. If the judgment
includes enforcement language, DCS or the appropriate district attorney office be-
gins enforcement.

To assist DCS in fulfilling its enforcement services, UTCR 8.010(8) has recently
been amended to provide the following:

Parties who have been requested to submit a proposed judgment
must submit to the trial court administrator the following so the
court may comply with its obligation to forward copies of these
documents to DCS: (a) The original and one copy of the proposed
judgment; and (b) If personal information has been segregated pur-
suant to UTCR 2.100, one copy each of the affidavit and information
sheet required by UTCR 2.100(4)(b) and (c).

All child support judgments must be submitted to DCS, not just those on which
DCS enforcement is requested or planned. To comply with UTCR 8.010 and to en-
sure that a child support judgment is recorded quickly and accurately, the judgment
must contain the following required information: the parties’ names, addresses, tele-
phone numbers, Social Security numbers, and driver license numbers; and the names,
addresses, and telephone numbers of employers. Although not specifically required
by statute, children’s names and dates of birth are also necessary to record the
judgment’s duration. Be sure to submit an extra copy of the judgment AND segre-
gated information sheet to the court as required by UTCR 8.010. Some practitioners
also send a copy of these documents directly to DCS for quicker processing. Docu-
ments can be sent to: Division of Child Support, Data Support Unit, 1495 Edgewater
St. NW, Suite 120, Salem, OR 97304.

Reprinted with permission from the Family Law Newsletter, Vol. 23, No. 6, De-
cember 2004, published by the Family Law Section of the Oregon State Bar.


