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DISCLAIMER
IN BRIEF includes claim prevention information that helps you to minimize the likelihood of being sued 
for legal malpractice. The material presented does not establish, report, or create the standard of care for 
attorneys. The articles do not represent a complete analysis of the topics presented, and readers should 
conduct their own appropriate research.

Issue 113

The Office of the State Court Administra-
tor (OSCA) has followed the required statutory 
methodology identified in ORS 30.273(3) to cal-
culate the annual adjustment to the limitations 
on liability of public bodies for property dam-
age or destruction.  Based on these calculations, 
the limitations are adjusted to $104,300 for any 
single claimant and $521,400 for all claimants.  
These new limitations became effective on July 
1, 2012, and apply to all causes of action arising 
on or after July 1, 2012, and before July 1, 2013.

OSCA opened a public comment period on the 
adjustments from March 16, 2012, to 5:00 p.m. on 
April 30, 2012, but received no public comment.  

As a reminder, ORS 30.271 and 30.272 
establish the annual adjustments to the limi-
tations on liability of public bodies for 
personal injury and death.  Pursuant to 
ORS 30.271(2) and (3), the limitations applica-
ble to the state for personal injury and death will 
be adjusted to $1,800,000 for any single claim-
ant and $3,600,000 for all claimants.  Pursuant 
to ORS 30.272(2) and (3), the limitations appli-
cable to local public bodies for personal injury 
and death will be adjusted to $600,000 for any 
single claimant and $1,200,000 for all claimants.  
These new limitations became effective on July 
1, 2012, and apply to all causes of action arising 
on or after July 1, 2012, and before July 1, 2013.

A list of past and current limitations on 
liability of public bodies can be found on 
the Oregon Judicial Department Web site at  
http://courts.oregon.gov/OJD/courts/circuit/tort_
claims_act.page? (http://tinyurl.com/tortlimits).

Please submit questions or comments to 
Bruce C. Miller, Office of the State Court Ad-
ministrator, Supreme Court Building, 1163 
State Street, Salem, Oregon 97301-2563 or 
503.986.5500 or bruce.c.miller@state.or.us.

Adjusted Tort Liability Limits Against Public 
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