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DISCLAIMER
IN BRIEF includes claim prevention information that helps you to minimize the likelihood of being sued 
for legal malpractice. The material presented does not establish, report, or create the standard of care for 
attorneys. The articles do not represent a complete analysis of the topics presented, and readers should 
conduct their own appropriate research.

Issue 108

Tips, Traps, and Resources
State Court Filing Fee Changes: Legislative changes in 2010 have changed some state court filing 
fees. See 2010 Or Laws ch 107 (HB 3696). There is no single circuit court fee schedule. Before fil-
ing papers in a state court, check the court’s Web site (http://courts.oregon.gov/OJD/courts/circuit/
index.page?) or contact the court directly for correct fee amounts.

New, Revised, and Corrected UTCR: New UTCR 5.150 (expedited civil jury cases) and Forms 
5.150.1a and 5.150.1b (motion and order) were adopted out-of-cycle, effective May 6, 2010. Sever-
al rules and forms were amended effective August 1, 2010, regarding alternative dispute resolution, 
appearance at hearings by telecommunication, electronic filing procedures, and declarations under 
penalty of perjury. Significant out-of-cycle revisions were made to UTCR 2.130 and Confidential 
Information Forms 2.130.1 and 2.130.2, effective September 1, 2010. On October 5, 2010, an error 
in the captions in forms 2.130.1 and 2.130.2 was corrected from “Co-Respondent” to “Co-Petition-
er.” Additional information on the Uniform Trial Court Rules can be found at http://courts.oregon.
gov/OJD/programs/utcr/index.page?. 

Reminder – No More UCC Renewal Notices Mailed: As a result of 2009 legislative chang-
es, the Secretary of State is no longer mailing individual renewal notices to secured par-
ties regarding Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) financing statements. Instead, a re-
newal report is now provided in electronic format on the Corporation Division’s Web site  
(www.filinginoregon.com/ucc/renewal.htm). The renewal report is available for download as an 
Excel spreadsheet and contains all UCC liens due to lapse 90 to 360 days from the date of the notice. 
A new report is posted each January and July. You can also subscribe to receive an e-mail notice 
when new renewal reports are posted. Practice Tip: Often, by the time a lien is about to expire, the 
client and original lawyer have lost track of each other. To avoid confusion, notify the client that 
he or she will be responsible for monitoring the UCC lien expiration dates. Use a closing letter to 
document this advice.

New PERS Forms Requirement for Domestic Relations Awards: The general judgment of dis-
solution, or the supplemental judgment that awards PERS, IAP, and/or OPSRP benefits in a disso-
lution proceeding, must now also incorporate by reference and attach the required PERS form(s), 
including the form(s) for a Free and Clear Divorce Award. The required forms are available online 
at www.oregon.gov/PERS/MEM/section/forms/divorce_forms.shtml. (Thanks to Robert Rosenthal, 
Robert Rosenthal PC, for this tip.)

Lawyer Trust Accounts – Abandoned Funds: Abandoned client funds in a lawyer trust account 
must now be paid over to the Oregon State Bar (OSB) rather than to the Department of State 
Lands (DSL). The reporting forms are available at www.oregon.gov/DSL/UP/upforms.shtml. 
Forms 1a and 2a must be completed and sent to the DSL, with copies of the reports and the un-
claimed funds sent to the OSB. 
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Tips, Traps, and Resources, con’t.
Multnomah County Courthouse Operations: The Presiding Judge’s Report stated that the court is blending judicial 
and operations staff to compensate for lost staff resources as a result of budgetary issues. Presiding Judge Maurer ad-
vised attorneys to follow up on court orders to ensure that they are processed and entered correctly and to use resources 
on the court’s Web site whenever possible. Judge Maurer also said that Multnomah County would be moving to OJIN 
e-mail notices in the next few months and encouraged firms to establish a dedicated e-mail address to receive court 
notices, if they have not already done so. You can read the entire report at http://www.mbabar.org/docs/NewsFrom-
CourtNov10.pdf. 

Expedited Civil Jury Trials: Pursuant to UTCR 5.150 adopted in 2010, Multnomah County Circuit Court is now of-
fering an expedited track for civil jury trials. Multnomah County is one of the pilot courts in Oregon implementing the 
new program. Information and documents specific to Multnomah County are available on its Web site at http://courts.
oregon.gov/Multnomah/General_Info/Civil/Civil.page?. 

Proposed Changes to ORCP: The Council on Court Procedures is considering proposed amendments to ORCP 9, 
21, 36, 38, 43, 54, 69, and 71. Comments may be submitted by mail, e-mail, or via the Web site (http://legacy.lclark.
edu/~ccp/). The Council will receive public comments and take final action on the proposed amendments at its Decem-
ber 11, 2010, meeting at the Oregon State Bar Center in Tigard. 

Federal Court Documents: Federal courts will be requiring documents to be uploaded in PDF/A format (PDF 
for archiving) for all electronic filings in the CM/ECF system. For more information about PDF/A, see Rick 
Borstein’s recent post, “Federal Courts Moving to Requiring PDF/A for Filings” on his blog, “Acrobat for Legal 
Professionals” (http://blogs.adobe.com/acrolaw/?p=148).

Discount on Practice Management Software: Through December 31, 2010, Lexis-Nexis is offering a 15% bar as-
sociation discount to each lawyer or law firm ordering a new software license for Time Matters®. For more informa-
tion, go to www.lexisnexis.com/bars/TM. Use the promotional code BAR15 when ordering. 

Discount on WordPerfect® Software: Through a special arrangement between Corel® and the PLF, Oregon lawyers 
can purchase WordPerfect® Office X5 for $124.99. To order, go to www.corel.com/barassociation and click the Buy 
Now button. No special promotion code is required. 

Bankruptcy Law: A CLE on “Bankruptcy Issues in U.S. District Court Litigation” is available on the PLF Web site 
(www.osbplf.org). From the homepage, select CLE Programs on CD/DVD under Loss Prevention. Presented by the 
OSB Federal Practice and Procedure Committee on October 21, 2010, the CLE features a panel discussion exploring 
what happens when a litigant in a multi-party federal lawsuit files bankruptcy. 1.25 General MCLE Credits pending.

Bankruptcy Articles: “Nonjudicial Trust Deed Foreclosures Under the New Laws,” by Gary Blacklidge, and “Re-
sources for Lawyers New to Bankruptcy Practice,” by Laura Donaldson, Oregon Debtor-Creditor Section Newsletter, 
Winter 2010, are now posted on the PLF Web site (www.osbplf.org). Under Loss Prevention on the home page, select 
In Brief and look under November 2010. 


